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world it forges. A nation’s values can be
judged by the kinds of things it spends its
resources on. Currently the US govemn-
ment allocates nearly $400 billion dollars
for the annual functioning of the US mili-,

tary. The war our leaders have so willing- -

ly chosen will demand at least another
$100 billion dollars of our nations wealth,
and this does not count the "rebuilding” of.
Iraq. But the costs of war.are so much
greater, there are billions more dedicated
to the production of nuclear weapons, bil-
lions to support the veterans of past wars,
and billions in foreign’military assistance.
Dare we even summarize the real costs of
war? The lives of the innocent, and the
unknown possibilities of a society that
could direct its wealth toward education,
health care, peace, disarmament, and jus-
tice?

The Militarization

of Knowledge

All 'societies have primary systems of
~ knowledge.
which' a society interprets and interacts
with the physieal environment, and the
other peoples who inhabit the earth. The
dominant form of knowledge in our society
is science. Science is how our society
interprets the world, be it the physical sci-
ences meant to teach us about the forces

of nature, or the social sciences intended .

‘Bbth natural/physical science, and
social sclence/humanistic knowledge

to give us greater understandings about
the relationships of human beings to one
another. Knowledge in the United States is
created, refined, and shared in the univer-
sity. Universities are the core Institu-
tions of our soclety’s attempts to inter-
pret the world, and to think and act
within it, in a manner that is consistent
with our collective ethics.

At the :core of the militarized society is a
system of knowledge infected by the
forces of war. A system of knowledge
focused on the production of technologies
and modes of thought which promote war,
and make it desirable.

The militarization of knowledge is a failure,
or un-willingness to act and live within the
world through peaceful means. It neces-
sarily implies the failure, or inadequacy of
peaceful knowledge. Because universities
are where we create knowledge, where
we come to understand the 'world and
engineer new worlds, militarization should
be viewed as chronically dangerous devel-
opment. Itis both an indicator of our soci-
ety’s sickness, and a perpetuator of the
disease.

The two kinds of knowledge created in our

Knowledge is the way in-

universities can_ be roughly divided
between the physical/natural sciences and

the social sciences/humanities. The first:

category includes the disciplines which
seek to interpret the world as a set of
physical facts, rules, and processes which
can be understood. Basic science under
this category (chemistry, physics, geology,
etc.) seeks to understand the laws of
nature, while the applied sciences of this
category (engineering, computer science,
etc.) seek to literally apply these laws and
create technologies granting us new and
emergent powers within the world. These
disciplines imply that human progress will

be achieved by understanding of the world’
. as a physical thing, and that technological

creation will solve the problems of human
existence.

Social scientific and humanistic forms of
knowledge differ in that the world is not
interpreted as a set of facts or laws. For
the most part, these disciplines view the
human being as a creature. A creature is
a creation, and as that would imply, we
human beings can continually recreate

ourselves. Scientific ideals of progress .
under this category (flawed as they may .
‘be) differ from the natural/physical sci-

ences in that progress is sought by under-
standing humanity itself, and not.by relying
on an understanding of the physical world
for technological innovation. -

are susceptible to militarization. The

social sciences and humanities can be

employed by the forces of war to legiti-
mate and rationalize violence as neces-
sary, and good. Social sciences can also
produce new technologies'in the forms of
organization, and understanding about
group dynamics which can be employed
for the purposes of war. Finally political
knowledge and expertise on the intricacies
of different peoples and regions are rou-
tinely employed for the purposes of mak-
ing war or extending force to influence
geopolitical events. Social scientists are
most often employed by the warfare state
explicitly. They know what they are doing,
their goals and intentions are self evident,
and they must continually address .the
issues of morality and political beliefs
when carrying out their work.

Itis the natural and physical sciences that
are most susceptible to militarization, and
most effectively enlisted in the service of
the warfare state. The physical and natural
sciences are controlled through a system
of funding and rewards that often steers
these disciplines down avenues of rele-

@

vance to the military. Some fields like
electrical engineering and computer sci-
ence are wholly dependent on their mili-
tary sponsors having become chronically
addicted to the warfare state’s objectives:
Science is molded into a willing accom-
plice of military goals. , Researchers work-
ing within the natural and physical -sci-
ences often fall into the trap of working.in
the service of the warfare state by ration-
alizing it, or without knowing it. These sci-
entists commonly adopt beliefs that their
work is apolitical, objective, and that sci-
ence is by definition value neutral. They
continually justify their work as having dual
uses, both military and civilian. They legit-
imate their work for the warfare state as,
"for the good of the nation,” or as'defen-
sive, all illusions in a militarized society
where true autonomy from the military
establishment is rare, as it is surely a tick-
et to academic obscurity and career sui-
cide for an applied scientist.

- What is the Militarization

of Knowledge? |

The militarization of knowledge is found in
its pure form in the university. Militarized
knowledge is a way of knowing the world
and relationships between humans, char-
acterized by an acceptance and promotion
of violence and war. In militarized society .
we come to know the world and our fellow
humans in terms of the hostile other.
Other nations become enemies. . Other
peoples become dehumanized. The
world becomes possess-able if we
are strong enough, disposable if
we so choose. Militarized knowl-
edge adopts a worldview of force
not understanding, violence not
peace. Militarized society relies on
knowledge to create technological
solutions to our problems and con-
flicts. This is always at the expense of
humanistic knowledge - the ways of
knowing and relating to the world which
find solutions in peace and organization,
not violence and quantity.

Because universities are at the center of
knowledge creation in our society, we find
our institutions of higher learing imbued
with violence. The militarization of univer-
sities leads to a spiraling effect further

strengthening the forces of war. .

Militarized universities produce: mil-
itary technologies including - new
weapons, warfare systems, ways of
thought. and organization distinct to the
goals of coercion and force, and the per-
manent technological revolution of warfare






















































UC Santa Cruz is becoming a miniature Military Research
Complex. What takes place within this university is a contribu-

tion to warfare and militarization at the expense of peace. We -
have discussed the militarization of our society, how it is imper-

vious that the United States military retains, if not strenthens,
its ties with America’s universities. We have illustrated the UC’s
complicity in the production of weapons systems, as man-
agers of the nuclear weapons Iaboratories,,as'recruitment cen-
ters for graduating scientists into the defense industry. It is
now our place to rise up as students, use the power we have as
living breathing conscious entities within such an institution,
and demand the UC disarm our public centers of education.

The next few years will be a crucial period for UC Santa Cruz as
well as for all universities. At Santa Cruz, the vast expansion of
the Baskin School of Engineering that is slated to. take place
over the next decade, the creation of the research parks, the
Silicon Valley research Center in Santa Clara, and the UC MBEST
in Monterey, the misappropriated funding for humanities and
social sciences, and the abolishment of much-needed human-
ities divisions will all contribute to a significant change in the
way this institution operates, the graduates it produces, and
the values that it represents. You don't have to be a conspira-
cy theorist to notice that this university is rapidly becoming
more conservative.

The most popular major at UCSC, Psychology, has the worst
student to faculty ratio within the university. With 1075 pro-
posed majors in the 2001-2 academic year, UCSC employs only
29 Full Time faculty in the Psychology department. This means
that for every faculty member there are 37 full time under-
graduate students majoring in Psych. On the contrary,
Computer Engineering (the 13th most popular major in 2001-
2) employs 22 Full Time faculty in a department that instructs
only 256 declared majors. The student-faculty ratio in this
department is 11-1. These numbers are generalizable to the

- Undergraduate .Education in

room learning and individual instruction? Should we continue
to let this happen? - , ;

Why is this happening? According to MRC Greenwood,
because science is profitable. In a document entitled
Science, Mathematics,
Engineering,and Technology, Greenwood illustrates the neces-
sity of "producing” scientists and engineers-and raising the
"scientific and technological literacy of all Americans®, This is
important, she emphasizes because the failure to accomplish-
this transformation will "undermine the wealth creation of this

_nation and its tax base... and undermine the quality of life we .

have come to expect”. (4)

The fear that other countries will surpass our nation's ability to
dominate the information and technological sphere is one that
Greenwood has used to manipulate the direction of UCSC,

which under her-administration has begun the campus’s trans-
formation into a factory producing technocrats at the expense
of a liberal well rounded education. Neglecting issues of
human and social significance, Greenwood and the UC
Regents adhere to the principals of "quality of life" for genera-
tions to come, which they believe are attainable primarily
through technology and global economic/military superiority.

Greenwood holds fast to statisics that other countnes have
begun to, and will continue to produce more scientists and
engineers that the US and its European allies. "In 1990, six Asian -

‘countries produced more than. one-half million Natural

Science and Engineering baccalaureates, slightly more than
the US and Europe".(4) Of course, as long as our institutions
continue supportlng the m|l|tary, her fears are unfounded. The
superiority of science and engineering is necessary not only to
the economic advancement of the private sector, but more
importantly to the sustainablity of a military force that will be
threatened by no county, no matter how many scientists it pro- -

‘duces.

t

Science is growing because it is profitable. Producing educa-

‘whole spectrum Of seencncettnicatiiiiniecietiniiitactiiieidititciisetceccrccncancases tOTS, social servants, - and
Humanities/Social Science vs.: cholp, : humanitarians does not create
Natural/ Physical Science and : Q"‘ % : : wealth for the individual, nor
Engineering. (3) 3.7 : the institution to which they

Is this to say that students with-
in the Computer Engineering :
division are more worthy of :
forming close relationships 3
with faculty? Does the course- :
work in this divisién necessitate
a more intimate involvement of:
faculty with their students? Is:

UCSC trying to steer students : ] Puts,
away from the Social Sciences : \cft”fa/ inee,,;
by not allowing them the: 5 %

opportunity to get to know:
their faculty more closely? Is it : P
fair that students who come to :
this university to study Social 3
Sciences (46% of the student:
body) are given less of an
opportunity for small class-

:belong’ and  represent.

‘ §Pro.ducing writers, philoso-
: phers, historians, and artists -
doesnt allow us to invade

: : countries rich in economically
24 : : profitable natural resources. It
: ! doesn't facilitate the militariza-

e jole
«0U%0g,  : tion of space, and domination

@ 18 .of the earth, while ignoring

4 :political and  humanistic
% “ : needs.

] :
@ “ :It's interesting to note
® @  :Greenwood's emphasis to
@ m : "improve the science and tech-
© e : nology literacy of all under- °

: graduate students”. This goal is
o being acheived by way of a
declining literacy of all under-









